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The Brazilian Navy is unique among most
world navies today. Since the end of the
Cold War, most nations have reduced their
naval power, yet Brazil has maintained a
determination to possess a blue-water fleet.
Brazil is also attempting to assert itself as
the regional power in South America, in
this case through the development of a
modern yet modest naval force capable of
projecting power beyond its shores. This
thesis seeks to explore Brazils recent naval
expansion through three points of view.
First, Brazil is seeking possession of a blue
water naval force as a likely means for it to
achieve greater power and prestige
amongst other powerful states in the world.
Second, Brazil aspires for a permanent seat
on the United Nations Security Council,
and is expanding its fleet to increase its
chances of being chosen. Finally, domestic
politics also have a great effect on Brazils
current drive to blue water. Creation of the
civilian-led defense ministry, the expensive
SIVAM surveillance system, and general
public sentiment all work to favor naval
expansion. The thesis concludes by
summarizing the three arguments and
stating that each of the three arguments
have collectively contributed to Brazils
naval expansion.
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