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Excerpt from The Morality of Nations: An
Essay on the Theory of PoliticsThe
situation during the past year will probably
result in changing many of the political
ideas by which we are governed: for any
intense experience has a tendency to
produce new intellectual schemes, or at
least to shatter the cherished idols of
calmer days. We require new ideas in order
to control new forces and direct them as far
as we can in the course of which we
approve; and the need of such new ideas
becomes urgent at a time which may be
either one of reconstruction or of renewed
evil.It has become obvious that although
our political situation, both in domestic and
in foreign issues, is unique and new, we
have only the conceptions of our
great-grandfathers with which to master it.
But the tools made for simpler tasks are
inadequate for the material upon which we
must now use them. To deal with the
modern State as though it were the iro Kig
of Aristotle or the Leviathan of Hobbes is
like trying to face heavy guns with a
Macedonian phalanx or to pierce
armour-plate with a cavaliers rapier. Our
intellectual weapons are obsolete.About the
PublisherForgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic
books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.comThis book is a
reproduction of an important historical
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged
copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical
works.
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