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Excerpt from Liberty and LawThe same work also offers an illustration of another common
defect, for which Mr. Stephen in his preface apologises. This consists in the ignoring of the
opinions and conclusions of other writers, and dogmatising calmly as though nothing had ever
been said on the subject before. Thus, Mr. Spencer rests one of the argumentsin his Man
versus The State on the supposed validity of the wages-fund theory, which he introduces
without a word to show that atheory that has been renounced by almost every economist of
standing throughout the world had ever been called into question. Mr. Stephen excuses himself
on the ground that to refer to other writers leads to digression, and is appealing to authority.
But Mr. Stephen overlooks the fact that not referring to other writers amounts to exalting
oneself to an authority, - or perhaps he did not overlook it. Moreover, it cannot be called a
digression to discuss the views of other writers on the subject, for the value of any view isonly
in so far asit remains uncontroverted. The value of any dogmatic statement standing by itself,
and unsupported by the confutation of conflicting statements, is infinitesimal.l have
endeavoured to avoid these faults.About the PublisherForgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.comThis book isa
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections
present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or
missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are |ntent|onally left to preserve the
state of such historical works.
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law upon the liberty of A Methodical System of Universal Law Liberty Fund Liberty
Order and Law Under Native Irish Rule: A Study in the Book of the Ancient Laws of Ireland
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